Boilermaker Aquatics Swim Team Parent Responsibilities

2010-2011 Swim Season

Welcome to the 2010-2011 swim season, and to the Boilermaker Aquatics family. Please feel free to discuss any questions or concerns you may have, now or throughout the season, with a coach or Board member. Boilermaker Aquatics practices at several facilities, including West Lafayette HS, Harrison HS, Happy Hollow, and Purdue Aquatics Center. Practice locations and times may change. Home meets may be hosted at any of the above facilities. All registration materials (registration form, medical forms, and required fees including past due amounts) must be filled out and turned in to Boilermaker Aquatics before the swimmer(s) will be allowed to practice.

Swim Meets: Swim meets are a great family experience! They're a place where the whole family can spend time together. Swim meets are an important part of the swimmer’s experience and development.

All families are needed to work the swim meets that are hosted by Boilermaker Aquatics, regardless if your child swims in the meet(s). All home/hosted swim meets require a lot of help. BA is run by volunteers and will not run without help. We need each family to work several sessions at each home/hosted meet, the more the better. Home/hosted meets offer our swimmers and the club several benefits. Some hosted swim meets are a fundraising activity and help to keep fees lower and reduce the need to do other fundraisers. Home meets are local, so they do not require our swimmers or families to travel which saves time and gas. Home meets are more familiar and comfortable to our swimmers. We encourage all swimmers to attend away meets but want to provide a chance to swim at home meets also. The clubs that host meets also have a better chance to get entered into away meets because those clubs realize that clubs that do not host meets are getting a free ride. Meet worker sign-up forms will be placed on the bulletin board at each pool prior to each hosted meet or sent by email. Each family needs to work sessions at home/hosted meets during the season, including hosted invitational meets and dual meets. You need to check-in at the start of your session so that the coordinator knows who is there. Parents who are unable to work at hosted swim meets may opt out. See Opt Out box below. We really DONOT want your money; we need your help during the meets. Parents of High School swimmers are also needed to work at home/hosted meets.
Opt Out: Due to unusual circumstances, I/we am/are unable to donate time to the team to work meet sessions this season. In lieu of working the meet sessions, I/we choose to pay a (per season) fee of $200 payable at the beginning of the season.
Name:___________________________________________

Signed___________________________________________

2010-2011 Season is an atypical season. Unfortunately due to construction this season there are no home meets scheduled, therefore this season is going to have limited volunteer opportunities. Opt-Out and the required volunteering of 4 meet sessions per season will not be enforced. 
Other family expectations:

The Boilermaker Aquatics Swim Team is a not-for-profit organization run entirely by volunteers except for the paid coaches. It requires many hundreds of hours to keep the team running and all parents must expect to contribute an amount of time to the team. The team can not operate without volunteers. There are many opportunities to help (i.e. at away swim meets, on committees, assist with committees, dual meets, and/or as an official). Find a way to help that you will enjoy and get involved. We believe BA can offer our swimmers the best experience possible, but it will require every parent to contribute to the cause.
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Meet Sign-up: The club has to submit meet entries and pay fees a month or more in advance of a swim meet. If we do not enter meets in a timely manner, we will not be accepted into the meet. Therefore, it is imperative that you pay close attention to the meet entry/delete deadlines. Entries are done online. You simply accept the invitation to the event and indicate what days you plan to attend. Coaches will choose events and post entries after the entry deadline. Please make sure to enter or delete your swimmer by the appropriate deadlines. NO VERBAL OR EMAIL ENTRIES OR DELETIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED.

Billing: Monthly statements will be emailed to your listed email account you each month. It is your responsibility to check your email on an ongoing basis for important information. All amounts billed, including Meet Entry Fees and fines, are due 15 days from the bill date. If any amount billed, including any past due amounts, is not received within 30 days, a late fee of 1.5% of the total amount due will be assessed.

USA Swimming Registration: Our “parent” organization is USA Swimming. They require that all athletes swimming on a USA Swimming team pay their registration fee on an annual basis. Currently, that fee is $54.00, which includes Indiana Swimming’s portion. Seasonal fees are offered for the long course season. By joining the team, you are giving permission to Boilermaker Aquatics to submit your swimmer’s registration to USA Swimming/Indiana Swimming on their behalf.

Team Fees: These fees are based on your swimmer’s group level and are listed on the Registration form. Payment options are also listed. Parents are responsible for the full season team fees even if the swimmer does not swim the entire season unless a partial or full refund or release from payment is granted. The payment options are full year, full season or monthly. 
Meet Entry Fees: For each of the swim meets that you choose to sign up your swimmer for, there will be fees charged for each event that go to the host swim club. Fees vary from meet to meet, and are sent in with the team entry as much as four weeks in advance of the swim meet. THESE FEES ARE NOT REFUNDABLE TO BOILERMAKER AQUATICS, THE SWIMMERS OR THE PARENTS. They will be paid in advance by BA and billed to you each month regardless if your swimmer competes in the meet or not. Please pay close attention to the meet entry/delete deadlines.

Team Swim Suit and Cap: All swimmers competing in swim meets for Boilermaker Aquatics must wear a solid black, Speedo suit. If the swimmer has need for a swim cap during competition, a Boilermaker Aquatics swim cap must be worn. Team swim suits and caps are not supplied by Boilermaker Aquatics.

A place is reserved for your swimmer. You are committing to joining the Boilermaker Aquatic Swim Team. The team fees primarily go toward paying the salaries of coaches who are trained professionals in the field of swimming. They work numerous hours throughout the week and put in long hours at meets on the weekends. Fees are non-refundable and any outstanding monthly fees for the remainder of the season are considered an obligation to the swim team. These include Meet Entry Fees for which your swimmer was not “deleted” prior to the meet entry deadline. Any outstanding balance must be paid at termination with Boilermaker Aquatics. Swimmers who are new to Boilermaker Aquatics this season are allowed a two-week trial period, in which case team fees are refundable if the BA Board of Directors is notified in writing before the end of the first two weeks. After the trial deadline, refund or release of payment will only be considered for extraordinary circumstances at the discretion of the Board. A written request must be submitted to the Board for consideration.  www.boilermakeraquatics.org 
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